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‘& ‘”&q Meyer’s Plans.
Mo are told that the Naval Committes
puse ia not sure that Secretary
mR'S réorganization plans will work
patisfactorily. That is very natural.
. METE himself doesn't know, abso-
s that thay will. . How can he?
: a trial; so why not let the

e

ace?
MeyYER has had the most

in every branch of the service
given many months to the di-
sud formulation of their de-

He wants this done merely
‘sneasure of economy, for all the
: ' purposes involved can be
pod without the sanction of Con-
) leaving only a few highly: paid
with nothing to do. Mr.
bas been careful to kedp within
defined by the Attorney-Gen-
i it is safe to assume that his po-
is legally unassailable.
mkhnlmd%m-
y: “We must go slow"in this
, Suppose we should make ap-
) jons in accordance with the new
b and it should fail! The Department
' be seriously embarrassed.” It
il be & sufficient answer to this to
f the plan can never be tested
P such a basis. 1 Congress refuses
apriste because it fears a failure,
we shall not even be able to fall
. mpon the Newberry plan, sinister
d futile as it was. We shall be with-
o to conduct a navy yard or
ir a gunboat.
E B & matter of fact, however, Mr.
kR has not asked for any more
pibY ‘than has been often given
':‘ dmir ve purposes—not as
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ps, 48 has been frequently

or 1 ofore—nor has he pro-
bdbuntﬂnhvfnﬂymib.d
pachinery save in respect of the Divi-
qui nt. Since he asks for
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appropriation and pro-
to reform the service only as re-
eertain of its intimate details and
ions, of which only profes-
men can be well or at all in-
it would seem to be absurd to
d from him the means of testing
j me. It has the approval of
ths of the officers of the nmavy
#/he are competent to pronounce upon
. Only members of
‘about it, and they in the nature
s cannot have sure knowledge

_Mpcrptary METER'S plans, outside of
» sbolition of the Bureau of Equip-
.which after all is a minor con-
: do not in the least affect
paval administration so far as the coun-
y the taxpayers see it. He pro-
L Poses merely to give us better resuits
wit. ) the same old statutory machinery,
/ @sks for no more money—prob-
“mbl: has been demanded and
O under other auspices. If his
' g0 awry, no harm is done. We
; fall back upon the old ar-
6. . If they succeed we shall
‘'Yesctied the navy from a civilian
and put it in the way of strength,

1 and military efficiency.

" " The Panama Canal Bill.
L\ The bill now before the Hous to pro-
3 for the government of the Canal
apd for the construction of the
a.Canal makes the President re-
for both, which, however, is
ing new. The most important seo-
is the following:
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. "¥rem and after such time as the President

ey designate the powers and authorities here-
i igonferred upon the Isthmian Canal Con-
- shall be exercised by such persons as
¢ Pe appointed, detalled, or designated by the
! 4n mocordance with the provisions of
[ M3 act, and thereafier the Isthm!an Canal Com-
OB shall cease 10 exist.”

£ By section 3 the President is to ap-
t point, by and with the advice and con-
. et of the Senate, “one director-general
i amgineer of the Panama Canal and Canal
i Zope,” whom he may remove at his
are. The President is further au-
' dto employ, defining their duties,
h_other persons as may be required
dgment, but the intent of the
is that the director-general
shall assume the authority
# by the Isthmian Canal
Representative MANN of
: i d th very clear in his re-
hatks on the bill in the House on
fednesday Congress, it must be un-
- pod, has riever provided a govern-
it ‘Tor the Canal Zome. With the
v : ’ the President has
e ‘the Canal Zone. One purpose
SEARSNI is, to quote Mr. MANN, “to pro-
‘4o 8 enactment " for the
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President's powers very much as they
were before, dttempting no plan for a
complete civil government and post-
poning it to the time when the canal
shall be completed. The President is to
make all laws, rules and regulations he
shall deem necessary, which of~course
does not imply any surrender by Con-
gress of its right to legislate for the Zone.
The President is to dig the canal and
govern the strip of land acquired from
| Panama by and through agents of his
| selection, subject in the case of the
director-general engineer to confirma-
tion by the Senate. The selection of a
Judge of the Circuit Court for the Zone
shall also be made with “the advice and
consent of the Senate,” but the minor
courts are to be constituted by the Presi-
dent. Extradition from Zone is pro-
vided for, and in prosecutions for felony
the defendant i to enjoyv the right of
trial by jury. The President is to pro-
vide & method for the determination of
all claims for personal injury to em-
ployees in the work of constructing the
canal or sanitation of the Zone.

Such is a synopsis of the bill. It has
already divided the House, but not on
party lines. There are both Republi-
cans and Democrats who want the Isth-
mian Canal Commission to be let alone
in its usefulness or glory, according to
the point of view, and in both parties
there are advdcates of the plan of a
single director, who if the bill becomes a
law will be Colonel GEorce W. GOr-
THALS, to whom Representative GARD-
NER of Michigan, himself opposed to
doing away with the commission, paid
on Wednesday one of the handsomest
compliments ever heard in Congress. It
is evident that the Committes on Appro-
priations that recently visited the Zone
was profoundly impressed with the abil-
ity, energy and honesty of the chief
engineer to the commission. Represeht-
ative PARKER of New Jersey, another
Republican, would abolish the Commis-

" | sioners, who, he declares, “have nothing

to do but to sit in their chairs and draw
their salaries.” Mr. MapDEN of Illi-
nois, also a Republican and twice a
visitor to the Zone, maintains as a con-
tractor of experience that the work of
construction would be done much more
rapidly and economically if the commis-
sion were replaced by an engineer direos
tor. He shares Mr. PARKER'S opinion
that thé commission is more ornamental
than useful, more obstructive than pro-
gressive, and not infrequently at odds.

The debate on the bill should be thor-
ough, for the people want no mistake
made at this crisis in canal, manage-
ment. President TAPr has assured the
country that the waterway will be
completed by January 1, 1915, It might
very well happen that the event would
oconfound him if a misstep were made
at this time. Mr. TAYT was naturally
consulted by the framers.of the bill
which the House is now debating.
Whether the commission under whose
augpices the work has lately gone om
famously should give way to a single
head, an engineer like Colonel Gom-
THALS, is a question to be decided only
after mature deliberation with all the
facts before the House.

.‘

A Soup Kitchen for Genlus,

A wealthy -and highly esteemed mem-
ber of the French bar, M. GEORGES
BONJEAN, proposes to .increase the
artistic production of his country by
liberating a certain number of youth-
ful talents from the burden of uncon-
genial and obstructive breadwinning.
“How many more creatlve artists and
admirable works we should possess,” he
exclaims, “if our young people of prom-
ise were not so often compelled by the
lower necessities of life to abandon their
beautiful dreams!” When M. BONJEAN
offers to back this sentiment with a
landed estate worth two million francs,
and with something out of his cash
pocket as well, ther® can be no doubt
about the goodness ~f his heart. He
owns three estates, each worth the sum
mentioned or more, and on one of them
stands that famous example of archi-
tecture Fontgombault Abbey. Which-
ever of the estates impresses an expert
committee he has appointed as the most
suitable to protect those “besutiful
dreams” M. BONJEAN will deed in free
gift to be the residence of fifty aspirants
in painting, sculpture, literature, musio
and other arts, carefully selected, be-
tween the ages of seventeen agd twenty-
three, who shall there enjoy complete
material ease in order that they may
wrestle the harder with the spirit. A
special “salon” in Paris for recitations
and plastic shows will reveal their pro-
ductions to the public, and sometimes,
as M. BoNJEAN forecasts, the inspired
inmates will cooperate, one of them writ-
ing a book, for instance, which will be
illustrated by a second and bound by
a third.

There is a prejudice against any
attempt to foster or smooth the way for
genius artificially, and there may be
reasbn in the prejudice. Cenius has
often shown a oonsiderable need of
being stimulated, and probably the

ful stimulus than alcohol, morphine
or opium. What SRAKESPEARE calls
“necessity’s sharp pinch” has increased
the output of many if not of most
writers and artists; of BArzac, LAMAR-
TINE, Bcorr, for instance. On the
other hand, some on being freed from
this pinch have speedily become un-
fruitful, like the poet CRARBE, who kept
silence ever after obtaining a com-
fortable pastorate. Trials are also said
to help the artist by deepening his feel-
ings and bringing him closer to reality.
Besides, th® self-respecting, haughty
independence of genius must be reck-
oned with. In short there are many
arguments and instances to prove the
vanity of M. BoNJEAN'S scheme.

Yet, some historical cases seem to
favor it in a measure. It was recog-
nized of old that the sons of the Muses,
“commercing with the skies,” might
not unfittingly or disadvantageously
leave their mundane provender to the
charge of others. The greatest of the
Roman poets were as artificially deliv-
ered from finding their own bread as
t\hm early humorists the court clowns.
Most of the eminent English poets have
boon'mnoﬂ!mﬂy'lndww

JOBN GAY lived with a Duke, and there
is no saying how even SHAKESPEARE
would have fared without the Earl of
SouTHAMPTON and other noble patrons.
PrioR got a diplomatic mission, and
have not some of our own men of letters
profited by State sinecures, or something
of the sort? It was a poet with private
means, by the bye, who professed to
“learn in suffering what he taught in
song,” and doubtiess a sensitive soul
oan often find some other “sha#p pinch”
than that of material want when it
needs a mental stimulus. It should*not
be forgotten, either, how largely budding
artistio talents were fostered in former
times by the still unspecialized scholar-
ships and fellSwships of universities.
“Kings shall be their nursing fathers

quote the motto of an ancient learned
foundation, was originally construed
in a wider spirit than it is to-day, and
the creative work of such men as ADDI-
soN and Gray, or, to come nearer to the
present, of CHARLES READR and “ LEwWis
CARROLL," was materially indebted to
that spirit or to its afterglow.

Those talents which are able to
“pierce” by their mnative force need
no fostering. Some gifts now running
to waste through undue frailty of their

Possibly M. BoxXJrAN is touched

out well whilc forty and nine merely
sit about-and smoke cigarettes in the
cloisters of Fontgombault Abbey or
elsewhere the founder may seem to
bein luck. His expert committee, meet-
ing for the first time the other day,

influence the final result: it voted for
admitting both sexes together to the
soup kitohen. i Ees
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Belgium and Bowles. ™™

That its championship of the immor-
tal polar pilgrim should awaken a new
interest and a new zeal for exploration
in the Springfield Republican is but
natural. We have no reluctance in
declaring that the following statement,
which we extract from its editorial
comments, takes honorable rank among
recent geographical diseoveries:

* There was never the slightest noed of a Bel-
glan kingdom, so far as the geography. language
and religion of the Inhabltants wefe concerned;
for, being Catholic in falth and mainiy French in
speech, the Belgians naturally belong to-France,
with which they are territorially in such lose
touch. They would be French to-day If the first
Napoleonic empire hed survived.”

Exactly what the unhappy kingdom
of Belgium has done to merit so gevere
a judgment at the hands of our illustri-
ous New England contemporary we do
not dare to guess. We do, however,
confess to a mild ise at the con-
fident assertion that the inhabitants of
'the realm of ALBERT 1. are “mainly

Ghent, not to say Mec¥En and Louvain,
might also raise a mild protest at this
wholesale disposition of their racial and
national aspirations.

Most of the people of Belgium are not
French at all, but Flemish; that is, of the
Teutonic and not of the Latin fam-

and French, or all three language=.

At the present hour no single problem
#0 disturbs the peace of the Belgian king-

language
upon the Walloons of Lidge and Hainault
and the open ambition of the Pan-Ger-
mans to include Flemish Belgium in that
Greatest Germany which is to include
Holland, as well as Austria, both
threaten in different fashion the peace
and integrity of Belgium. Even the
Walloon dialect, spoken by the inhab-
itants of these provinces which are

from the French of France.

Calais in France to Lidge in Belgium.
North of that line the Flemish tongue
predominates; south of it, Walloon.

district, but the immigration to it from
all sides has resulted in mixture of both
races. Waterloo, where French domi-
natioh over Belgium was permanently
shattered, is, oddly enough, almost ex-
actly on the boundary line of the lan-

guages.

The fact that Belgium was incor-
porated in France in the closing years
of the eighteenth century is less im-
portant than at first ceems, It is true
that whog the revolutionary armies
firdt spréad over the boundaries of
France carrying their dootrines to
Belgium, th Germany and Italy,
a large number of Germans, Italians
and Belgiums welcomed them. Even
under NAPOLEON the Rhineland, Bel-
gium and North Italy were contented.
But this was due mainly to the fact
that French rule was vastly better than
the conditions that existed prior to the
annexation,

Since the separation of Belgium
from Holland, the development of the
kingdom has been steady and its pros-
perity has rivalled that of the golden
days of ancient Flanders. If the people
of this borderland of several races
were happier under the French Republic

»

to demonstrate ¢hat they have any
wish to return to France. If the union
of the Walloon, Fleming and German

n ‘\ ' -

and Queens their nursing mothers,” to |

classed as French, is materially different | jcan collegé

ably well indicated by a line drawn from £

than under the House of Hapsburg, e
there is nothing in their recent history | o

in Belgium still lacks something of the -

or Germany.
“The fact is that the Belgian people
are thoroughly satisfied to remain Bel-

to have taken steps to double their
army as a further safeguard for ocon-
tinued independence. The persistence
of this fragment of LOTHAIRE'S realm
on the political maps for centuries is an
argument in favor of the existence of
Belginm. Temporarily its people have
owed many allegiances and been a por-
tion of French and German empires,
but after each absorption they have
ultimately reappeared with some form
of independence. This woukd seem t
imply that, at least for Belgians, there
is the need of a Belgium.

Christmas Mall.

For years the transportation of Christ~
mas mail matter has put too heavy a
burden on clerks and carriers, and
efforts have been made to lighten it. A
method was finally adopted ridiculous
in its simplicity. The public was urged
to mail gifts in the early days of De-
cember and by writing on them “Not to
be opened until Christmas” to insure
the recognition of their character by
the recipients. Thus the gifts might be
handled easily by the postmen and still
kept for Christmas. It seemed an easy
way to relieve many overworked men.

The Post Office Department has put
a stop to this. The scribbling of “Do
pot open until Christmas” on a pack-
age has been held to transform mer-
chandise mail into first class matter
and to make it liable to letter rates.
That the mail matter does not consist of

, that the written communication
is in nd reasonable sense a mepsage
which should go first class, that the pack-
ages were not mailed or ocarried first
class, that the enforcement of this pre-
posterous rule must cause great hardship
to thousands of men, these are incidents
too trivial for official consideration.
There is a possibility of inconvenience
to a great many citizens who do not
own and will not buy a nibber stamp
or printed labels, and the Department
rushes to embrace it,

There is a deficit in the revenues of the
Post Office Department. There is also
a marked depreasion in the spot where
its common sense should be.

A wording to Isaac N. SEwLIGMAN cer-
tain Aldermen demanded $50,000 from
President Barowin of the Long Island
Railroad for a franchise. It has not
been generally known that Aldermen put
such a high valuation on themselves.

Now it is reported that Mr. Ga¥vor's
desk has been robbed of letters and papers.
Soon it will be entirely superfluous to
write “Burn this” on communications to

statesmen.
CE—————

THE RULE MAKERS.

Wil the Football “Selons™ - Make the
Game Safe or Make a Safe Game?
To ™r Eniron or Taw Box—~8ir: Naxt
month the football legislature of fourteen
members will meet to frame the rules for

next year's play: “men who realize their re-
sponsibility and who do not take the seri-
ous question before them lightly.”" The
“responsibility ” is great; the response has
been small. The duty is duplex: First, mak-
ing the game: then, making the game safe.
There is a direot ratio between [the wisdom
and zeal of the rule makers and the number
and quality of accidents on the fleld. In
their endeavor to develop to the last thrill
of excitement the possibilities of play they
have met successive demands for radical
reform with a show of concession, but the
game has invariably returned to its former
status. A dilemma is suggested: Either the
committeemen can make the game right or
they cannot. They haven'tdoneit;therefore
sither they are incompetent or they are
hypocritical or the task imposed on them
is Impossible. The debate turas of course
on the two latter alternatives. The meet-
ing of 1909 and its test on the fleld in 1010
will decide the issue.

Is it worth while once again to put new
wine into the old bottle? Can juggling with
the rules do the work, or are the faults of
the game ineradicable? Red Corpusole in-
sists: “Save the game! Reduce the danger
if you can, but save the game!” CGray Mat-

.| ter says: “Make the game safe if you can.

Keep if you can what Is good: throw out
what is bad. 1If the sood parts and the
bad cannot be dissociated, drop the whole
thing and build anew.” In technical terms,
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NICARAGU A

gian. So satisfied, in fact, as recently | ¢

their Exeocutive? [t certainly ought to be

Republican have con-
fidence enough in their President and
Secretary of State to rely implicitly on

i

|

it
i

éi

i
£
i

;

i
E
44
iF

£
B

ﬁii

5
£

g

1
i

1
:

-

erhaps an international oconference
may be perplexed in ascertaining by what
contrivance the sovereign of Nicaragua
can be lawfully seized by the United States
for what he has done in his own dominion,
by what law, before what tribunal and
in what place Attorney-General Wick-
ersham can put him on trial, after he has
been caught, for putting to death the two
unfortunate Americans. Tax Haous.
New Yorx, December 18.

IS THECHURCH LOSINGGROUND?

Some Observations on Unitarianism and
Eplscopalianism .

To ™are EpiTor or Tax Svx—Sir: Mr,
Camp, whose | r I note in to-day’s SUN,
is a member the Episcopal Laymau's
Unipn and has everv chance to find out if
my figures are correct. He has evidently
done so, for he calls the figures “interesting
data.” He then attacks the Unitarian
Church. Whether that denomination has, ss
he says, “stood still in membership, missions
and activity” I He not know, not being a
Unitarian; but the Episcopal Church is
bocoming moure and more honeycombed
with Unitarianiero. During the trirl of Dr,
Algernon Crapeey he was invited and ac-
ocepted the invitation to preach in one of
the principal Episcopal churches in Brook-
lyn. After the verdict of “guilty of
heresy” was returned the rector of the
church in Manhattan that above all others
is trying te solve the question “Why does the
workingman not go to church?” character-
ized the verdict as being “absurd If not
idiotic.” The most distinguished and bheet
loved dean that ever sat st Westminster
Abbey was a Unitarien in everything but
name. In Volume V. of Phillips Brooks's
sermon=, pp. 28-30, we read: y
Christianity as a book religion, resting on the

of & written word or as & pro-

The late Rev. A. V. G. Allen, professor in
the Theological S8chool in Cambridge, Mass,,
said:

It is not Ohristianity Itself which is to-day ob-

Rev. R.
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army, and yet with us it
with the other arms of the service (infantry,
cavalry and fleld artillery) In territorisl
departments, commanded

there would be no anomaly in giving them
such responsible commands, y since
practically all their service has been in the
coast artillery.

It is confidently believed that the system
will recommend itself once it is fairly in
working order, just as the organization of
the artillery into a corps and the separation
of the fleld artillery from the coast artillery,
both of which measures the artillery sfficers
themselves worked for years to effect, have
recommended themselves to the authorities
and the country. The recent phenomenal

been largely due to these great steps in im-
proving its organization, and the step now
proposed will be even more important in
its results, particularly in time of actual
war, the true test of all things military.

system recdmmended by the chief of coast
artillery ‘merely the initial step. He recom-
mends further that the necessary steps be
taken by the War Department to have a
suitable bill presented to Congress to create

thorizing the appointment of coast artiliery
general officers to command the three coast
artillery departménts, as well as one to
command the entire coast artillery. In

mand the departments is to be merely tem-
porary in order to start the system, but
these officers are ultimately to have the
rank of Brigadier-General, as soon as a
proper bill can be prepared and acted on
by Congress.

The necessity for giving these officers
appropriate rank is apparent. It is a gen-

correspond

bility involyed. In the other armies of the
world the commander of an important
fortress has the rank of a Major-General,
hence it would certaiily not be inappro-
priate to give ouir coast artillery depart-
ment commander the rank of Brigadier-
General

In & fleld army the strength of the com-
mand is usualiy an indication of the
sibility involved, and is therefore taken as
& basis for rank, but in coast artillery the

- | material (fortifications, guns, searchlights

and other accessories) is often even & more
important factor than the strength of the
command in personnel to determine the
importance of the region to the country
at large and the responsibility involved.
Many millions of dollars have been spent
in erecting the fortifications, installing the

Major "

Such artillery districts as those covering
New York city, San Francisco, Puget
Sound, Portland, Me., or Boston would in
any army but eur own be under the com-
mand of an officer having at least the rank
of & Major-General.

If the command of our great forts is of
such importance in the eyes of the military
world, bow muoch greater is that of

g ! &‘i
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sary storehouses and other buiidings;
to-day no work of construction

on at any coast artillery without
vious reference to the of coast

. who thus becomes responaible for the
mtcluebudmmolchud.-

system.

For three successive yeers the chief of
coast artillery bas recommended this system
of organization to increase the
hin corps, and it is high time for
take some definite action in the matter and

. |and the e

progress in all branches of our artillery has |

The above is, however, only a part of the | men who

eral prinoiple inall armies that rank shall | o
to command and the responsi- | the

ENSORING WAR NEWS.
T ————
instanceés of the Exercise of the Powey

To TAE EDITOR OF THE SUN~—Sir: In thy
information from Washington that th,
army is preparing 10 ask Congrees to estah.
lish & Jogal censorship of news in time of
war there is material for reflection not only
by members of the two services and mem.

of Congress, but by the people at large,

have as gréat interest In the nationa)
welfare at such times as have the devoted
men who are serving them.

That indiscriminate publication of newy
of the army or navy in time of war woyld
be harmful few will dispute, but an jp.
discriminate censorship on the other hand
may work unvecessary hardship to the peo.
ple without In any way benefiting the active
foroes or the centra! Government: and in.
deed it can be shown to have a side which

ington ie that the army ofMicers wish Con.
gress to authorize the President by procia.
mation to establish a censorship that shall
continue until abolished by a second proo.
lamation, infringement to be punished by
& fine of not more than $5,000 and imprison-
ment for not less than six months nor for
more than three years, the censorship to be
fizxed in the War Department und the Navy
Department, and during its continuance neo
news of the armed forces of the United
States Lo be published without application
to the censor and bis permission.

In America’s last military experience, the
Spanish war, some peculiar applications of
army and navy ip came to light, of
which ., the general public heard

. Take, for exampie,
the arrival of the scout cruiser Minneapolis
at Turks lsland when the whereabouts of
Cervera’s floet was not known to this Gove
ernment or probably to any other save per.
haps bis own, was expected any.
where along the Atlantic coast.and the Min.
neapolis was one of several scouts reconnoi.
tring from Maine southward; each alone,
_of each therefore of
keen interest to the people thronghout the
land. When the Minneapolis put in at Turks
Island her arrival there was promptly
reported throughout the world., &4 had
Spanish agents anywher» been in cor % xni-
cation with Cervéra and the cruiser's \¥iveo.
sbouts been of interest to him the Spaeh
Admiral would have had information of
her. But the American people were not
permitied to know about the arrival of the
Minneapolis when suth knowledge would
have done o harm to this Government and
would have brought comfort to many per-
giving the country the :a!‘o;
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